SOP 09.07 - Firefighting Foams and Retardants

The new SOP 09.07 Fire Fighting Foams and Retardants replaces the existing 9.07 Foams, Wetting Agents and other additives Firefighting (endorsed 2009)

The new SOP highlights consideration for wildlife and biodiversity are outlined to ensure compliance with the Environment Protection Act 2017.
e Guidance is now provided for non-operational use of foam.
e Clarification of approved foam concentrates.
e Retardants — the amendments to retardant use, as determined in consultation with subject matter experts, stem from the use of retardant usually
being deployed by Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMV). Therefore, this SOP has removed a specific procedure for retardant use.

This updated SOP is considerably longer than the old SOP and therefore goes into a lot more detail about the use of foam, where to use it and the safety
requirements as well as environmental requirements when using foam.

Colour code

Minor change in wording

Small updates in the wording but the intent is the same as the old SOP

they should ensure that a sufficient number of CFA members are
appropriately trained and famliarised in the use of these systems.

(4) Only CFA members trained in the handling and use of
firefighting foams should use these systems at an
operational response.

NEW SOP 09.07 OLD SOP 09.07
Scope This procedure applies to all CFA members This Standard Operating Procedure applies to all CFA Members.
Objective 1. To ensure that the safety of CFA members is upheld, while To ensure that care is taken by all CFA members when using
conserving the environment and wildlife when handling, firefighting foams, wetting agents and retardants.
storing and using firefighting foams and retardants.
Procedure (3) Where a brigade is issued with Class A Foam or Class B Foam, | Where a brigade is issued with Class A or Class B foam, they shall

ensure that a sufficient number of members are competent in
the use of these systems

(5) CFA approved foam concentrates are listed in Schedule 1.
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Handling of Foam

(8) CFA members should wear approved Personal Protective
Clothing (PPC) and Protective Equipment (PE) issued for use with
firefighting foams

CFA members shall wear approved PPC and PE issued for use
with firefighting foam, wetting agent and retardant (Schedule 1).

(9) Approved Personal Protective Clothing (PPC) and Protective
Equipment (PE) for handling firefighting foam concentrate and
solution:

a. Wildfire or Structural firefighting garments as

appropriate for the risk environment.

b. Nitrile or neoprene gloves.

c. Rubber or |leather firefighting boots.

d. Safety goggles.

e. P2 respirator (non-cartridge type).

f. Wildfire or Structural helmet.

Outlined in the definitions of the old SOP

(10) Protective Equipment (PE) kits for handling firefighting foam
concentrate should be carried on appliances equipped with
firefighting foams.

PPC and PE kits for handling firefighting foam concentrate shall
be carried on appliances equipped with firefighting foam

(11) Foam Management Kits should be kept on the tanker and
inspected for expired items and replenished at least annually.

PPC and PE kits for handling firefighting foam concentrate shall
be carried on appliances equipped with firefighting foam.

(12) If applicable, Personal Protective Clothing (PPC) and
Protective Equipment (PE) decontamination and request for
cleaning should be done in accordance with CFA or relevant
agency guidelines.

(13) For further information on storage, filling, spillage and
waste disposal refer to:
a. ChemAlert for Safety Data Sheets (SDS).
b. Guidelines for Class A and B Foam Ordering, Storage,
Filling and Recycling.

Operational
Consideration

(14) Considerations should be made for local wildlife and
biodiversity when discharging firefighting foams such as:
a. Foams and retardants may be toxic for aquatic life so
every effort should be taken to ensure that firefighting

Minimise the use of firefighting foams to reduce environmental
impacts
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Non Operational
considerations
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Retardants
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Safety Notes
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Environmental Note

Section 4- Definitions

(35) Commonly defined terms are located in the CFA centralised glossary.

Section 5- Related Documents

(36) Guidelines for Class A and B Foam Ordering, Storage, Filling and Recycling

(37) How to search for a safety data sheet

(38) Personal Protective Clothing Decontamination Flow Chart

(39) 11.02 Medical Monitoring- Biological and Hazardous Substances SOP

(40) 13.03 Working with Firebombing Aircraft SOP
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(41) 14.06 Notification of Injuries and Fatalities SOP

(42) 16.00 Environmental Care SO

(43) Environment Policy

(44) CFA Contingency Plan- For discovery of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage

(45) J02.06- Aviation Resources Readiness (Bushfire)

Section 6 — Schedule 1 — approved foam concentrates

CLASS A CLASS B HIGH EXPANSION FOAM
PHOS-CHEK WD&81A SOLBERG RE-HEALING RF 3X6 ATC SOLBERG HI-EX FOAM
OLD SOP Schedule 1.
Schedule 1 — Approved PPC and PE for Handling Firefighting Schedule 1 -
Foam Concentrate and Solution Foam Concentrate B Wildfire Overalls or Foam Solution @ Wildfire Overalls or two piece wildfire ensemble or
two piece wildfire ensemble or Structural ensemble as appropriate for Structural ensemble as appropriate for specialist applications; @ Barrier
specialist applications; @ Nitrile or neoprene gloves; & Rubber or leather cream for hands [ Leather gloves; B Rubber or leather boots; &I Safety
boots; [ Safety goggles; B P2 nuisance level organic vapour respirator (non goggles and @ Wildfire or structural helmet.
cartridge type) such as the 3M 8247; and & Wildfire or structural helmet.
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